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Constitutionalism, Political Freedoms, and Democracy

This courseaims to explore the relationship between political freedoms and constitutional
democracy.lt intends to examine this relationship along three sites: the text of the Constitution,
and the authoritative sites of its interpretation, i.e., the judiciary; the domain of the state and its
ruling practices which generate legal categories for the reproduction of state power viz., sedition,
pubic order, waging war against the state; and the site of social and people’s movements, which
constitute spaces for the articulation of new modalities and idioms of freedom.Broadly this
course is about the relationship between constitutionalism and democracy as it can be studied
through the lens of fundamental freedoms. It brings within its scope of examination, categories
such as emergency provisions, national security, public order, law and order, unlawful activities,
preventive detention, prohibitory orders, censorship, sedition, proscription and banning, and their

ramifications for constitutionalism, democracy and citizenship.

Since this is a seminar course, students are expected to read, make presentations and participate
in discussions around specific themes. They will be required to write two term papers based on a
survey of literature around specific themes. While some themes have been identified in the
course objectives, students will be encouraged to add to them to enhance the scope of

discussions.
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