
 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Conferences Organised by the Department (2018-2023) 
 

 

 
 

2nd INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE INDIA PUBLIC POLICY NETWORK IN COLLABORATION WITH DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL 
SCIENCE, UNIVERSITY OF DELHI 

 
 POLITICS AND PUBLIC POLICY 

 
February 5-6, 2019 

Venue: Conference Centre, University of Delhi 

Programme Schedule 
 

DAY 1: FEBRUARY 5, 2019 (TUESDAY) 
8.30 – 
9.00 

Registration for Participants & Tea/Coffee 

9.00 – 
10.15 

Inaugural Address & Welcome by Convener and Head of Department and IPPN Members 



 

 

10.15- 
12.30 

PANEL 1: ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONCERNS  AND MANAGING THE 
GLOBAL COMMONS I (INDIVIDUAL) 
 
Chair: Amita Baviskar 
Discussant: Chongom Aron Aimol 
 
Inderjeet Singh Sodhi, Whether 
Disaster Management Policy, 2009 
Is Effective For Disaster Prevention 
And Mitigation In India 
 
Chandrachur Singh, Democratic 
Compulsions and Cosmopolitan 
Obligations: Climate Change and 
India 
 
Yadav Shyamjeet Maniram & Neha 
Sehra, Emergence, continuity and 
change in Indian Seed Policy: A 
Multiple Stream Perspective 
 
Bincy Mathew, Convergence of 
Watershed and NREGA 
 
Avantika Singh, Decoding the Role of 
Sub-national  in Climate Change 
Rhetoric – An Insight from India 
 

PANEL 2: SBM PLENARY 
SANITATION BEYOND 2019 
 
 
Parameswaran Iyer, Secretary, 
Ministry of Drinking Water 
and Sanitation, Government 
of India on  
 
‘SBM(G) and Sanitation 
Beyond 2019’ 
 
Respondents: 
(i) VK Madhavan, CE, 
WaterAid India 
(ii) Nicolas Osbert, UNICEF 
(iii) Tata Trusts 
 
Moderated by- Satyajit Singh 
 
 

PANEL 3: DISCURSIVE POLICY 
ANALYSIS (THEMATIC) 
 
Chair: Navdeep Mathur 
Discussant: Tanvir Aeijaz 
 
Navdeep Mathur & Harsh 
Mittal, (Dis) Assembling Smart 
Cities Policy-Making Culture 
 
Arpit Shah & Navdeep 
Mathur, Contestations around 
water allocation during a 
climate crisis in India: The case 
of IPL vs. drought 
 
Preeti Raghunath, Policies and 
Practice of Community Radio 
in India: A Critical Study 
 
Anukriti Dixit & Muneeb Ul 
Lateef Banday, Of marriage 
and women’s agency: 
Deconstructing legal 
judgments in the ‘Hadiya-
Shafin’ marriage case 
 
Advaita Rajendra, Ankur Sarin 
& Navdeep Mathur, 
‘Unwanted girls’ and the 
Indian State 
 
Pranusha Kulkarni , The 
Curious Case of Aadhar: A 
Critical Discourse Analysis of 
the Digital Surveillance Project 

PANEL 4: AADHAR AND 
PUBLIC PROGRAMS 
(THEMATIC) 
 
 
Rakshitha Ram, Analysing 
the effectiveness of 
Aadhaar intervention in 
Indian Primary and 
Secondary Education Sector 
 
Siddharth Sekhar Singh, 
Role of technology 
intervention in efficient 
delivery of social benefits 
and challenges of biometric 
authentication 
 
Anjor Bhaskar & Preeti 
Singh Gautam, Aadhaar and 
the delivery of welfare 
under MGNREGA in 
Jharkhand 
 
Shradhey Parijat Prasad, 
Nishka Sharma & Prasanna 
Tantri,  “A Friend Indeed: 
Does the Use of Biometric 
Digital Identity Make 
Welfare Programs Counter-
Cyclical?” 
 
Ramya Munjuluri, Aadhaar-
based Direct Benefit 
Transfers in MGNREGA: A 
study of delay and 
rejections in wage 
payments in Jharkhand 
 
Rakesh Allu, Usage and 
Execution of Portability in 
Public Distribution System: 
Evidence from Andhra 
Pradesh 
 
Maya Ganesh, Sarang Deo 
& Sripad Devalkar, 
Monitoring in public sector 
supply chains and the role 
of technology: Evidence 
from India’s food security 
program 
 
Shradhey Parijat Prasad, 
Nishka Sharma & Aditya 
Murlidharan, Estimating the 
Impact of Mandatory 
Linking of Aadhaar in the 
National Social Assistance 
Programme 
 

12.30- 
13.15 Lunch 

13.15- 
15.15 

PANEL 5: GOVERNANCE CAPACITY 
FOR EFFECTIVENESS IN POLICY 
DESIGN (THEMATIC) 
 

PANEL 6: SBM- POLICY AND 
POLITICS  
 
Chair: Satyajit Singh  

PANEL 7: PUBLIC 
PERCEPTIONS OF AADHAR 
(THEMATIC) 
 

PANEL 8: AADHAR FOR THE 
VULNERABLE (THEMATIC) 
 
 



 

 

Ishani Mukherjee, Azad Singh Bali & 
M. Ramesh, Thinking Comparatively 
about Policy Effectiveness 
 
Kris Hartley & Glen Kuecker, How 
smart cities became the urban 
norm: Power and knowledge in New 
Songdo City 
 
Dayashankar Maurya, Designing 
Health Insurance Programs in 
Constrained Environments: Lessons 
from India 
 
Yan Yifei, Bria, Reasserting 
Government Stewardship in 
Education Accountability 
 
Altaf Virani, What Constitutes Policy 
Success? Notions of Effectiveness 
and Design Implications for Public-
Private Partnerships 

Discussant: Smita Aggarwal 
 
Alexey Shpenev &  Upasak 
Das, Social Norms and 
Sanitation in India 
 
Mohnish Kedia &  M. 
Ramesh, Swacch Bharat 
Abhiyan - Designed to Fail? 
 
Yamini Iyer, Lessons and 
Policy Puzzles from four years 
of SBM 
 
Avinash Kumar, Policy needs 
around faecal sludge 
management in rural India 
 
Vishakha Goyal, Application 
of Nudge theory in 
elimination of open 
defecation among Indian 
Rural Households 
 

 
Apoorva Bhalla & Amit 
Prakash, A study of the 
grievance redressal 
mechanisms associated with 
Aadhaar-linked social welfare 
schemes 
 
Kaushik Bhattacharjee & 
Shirshendu Ganguly, Perceived 
Benefits and Value of 
Aadhaar: Insights from a 
Household Survey in 
Karnataka 
 
Anirudh Syal, Navanath 
Saharia & Nandini Seth, 
Aadhaar in the news: 
Representations of Aadhaar in 
Mainstream English Print 
Media 
 

Bidisha Chaudhuri, Women 
and Welfare in a post 
Aadhaar World 
 
Piyali Ghosh & Tanusree 
Dutta, Aadhaar for 
Niraadhaar: Bringing the 
Urban Homeless Poor under 
the Ambit of Aadhaar 
 
Parul Mathur, Role of 
Aadhaar on the livelihoods 
of waste pickers in India 
 
Smriti Parsheera, 
Participation by persons 
with disabilities in the 
Aadhaar ecosystem 
 

15.15- 
15.30 

Tea/ Coffee Break II 

15.30-
17.30 

PANEL 9: CROSS COUNTRY ANALYSIS 
(INDIVIDUAL) 
 
Chair: Veena Kukreja 
Discussant: Abhishek Nath 
 
Syeda Lasna Kabir & Ishtiaq Jamil, 
Representative Bureaucracy and 
Affirmative Policy. Bangladesh and 
Nepal Compared 
 
Ishtiaq Jamil & M.Mahfuzul Haque, 
What Explains Citizens’ Evaluations 
of Policy Performance?  A 
Comparative Study of Bangladesh 
and Nepal 
 
Assaf Meydani, Human Rights 
between design and  State Practice 
– the Israeli Case 
 
 

PANEL 10: SBM ROUND TABLE 
ON RAPID ACTION AND 
LEARNING AND VIP 
METHODOLOGY FOR 
SANITATION 
 
Chair: V K Madhavan 
Discussant: Kunzes Dolma 
 
Robert Chambers, Rapid 
Action and Learning 
 
Satyajit Singh, Village 
Immersion Program as a 
Methodology to Study 
SBM(G): From Rhetoric to 
Reality 
 
Raman VR, Generating timely, 
relevant and actionable 
knowledge for sanitation 
programs: insights from 
recent experiences 
 
Tom Thomas, Pradeep 
Narayan, Sowmyaa 
Bharadwaj, Key 
methodological learnings 
from an immersive research 
on rural sanitation 
 
Vinod Misra, Rapid Action 
and Learning in UP 
 
 
 
 

PANEL 11: POLITICS OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES POLICY 
IN INDIA: COUNTERING THE 
UTILITARIAN PERSPECTIVE 
(THEMATIC) 
 
Chair: Vikram Dayal 
Discussant: Avantika Singh 
 
Rohit Jain, Politics of Mining 
Policy in India and Benefit 
Sharing with Mining affected 
communities 
 
Sampat Kale, Politics of Land 
Policy in Maharashtra: The 
Dialectics of the Movements 
and the State 
 
Pravin Mote, Forest Policy and 
Politics of Community Forest 
Rights 
 
Sri Krishna Sudheer Patoju, 
Challenges of Agricultural 
Policy in reducing Agrarian 
Distress - A Way forward. 
 
Sajal Kulkarni, Pastoral 
Communities, Dwindling 
Pastures and Livestock 
Policy – A Case Study of 
Maharashtra 

PANEL 12: AADHAR: A 
CATALYST FOR FINANCIAL 
INCLUSION (THEMATIC) 
 
 
Sachin Garg & Isha 
Mahajan, Policy and 
practice of Aadhaar 
management in the public 
sector: The case of property 
transactions 
 
Ashay Kadam, Can Aadhaar 
improve access to finance 
for Medium, Small, and 
Micro Enterprises? 
 
Puran Singh, Aadhaar-
linking and improved last 
mile delivery of banking 
services in Himachal 
Pradesh 
 
Anil Gupta & Nivedita 
Mantha, Understanding 
Determinants and Barriers 
for Adoption of BHIM-
Aadhaar Pay: A Behavioural 
Reasoning Theory 
Perspective 
 
Deepanshi Bhardwaj, 
Interoperability through 
Aadhaar-Enabled Payment 
System as an aid to 
Financial Inclusion 
 
 

DAY 2: FEBRUARY 6, 2019 (WEDNESDAY) 
8.30 – 
9.00 

Registration for Participants and  Audience 



 

 

9.00 – 
11.00 

PANEL 13: SOCIAL POLICY 
(INDIVIDUAL) 
 
Chair: S. K. Satpathy 
Discussant: Kasturi Datta 
 
Shantesh Kumar Singh, Health Policy 
in India: A Study of National Health 
Policy-2017 
 
Bharat Chandra Rout, Comparison 
of the Sub-national states of India as 
to the commodification and 
inequality in their education systems 
 
Kunal Munjal &, Vineet J. Samuel,  
State and Organized Mases: An 
interface between Social Action  and 
Social Policy in India 
 
Bhoopendra Kumar Ahirwar, Neo-
liberal economy and agrarian 
politics in Contemporary India 
 
 

PANEL 14: SBM- 
BEHAVIOURAL CHANGE 
 
Chair: M. Ramesh 
Discussant: V R Raman 
 
Maneesha Pandey, 
Addressing Cleaning Habit 
concerns: Swachh Bharat 
Mission 
 
Barkha Dubey, Towards a 
Sustainable Swachh 
Jharkhand: Insights from the 
Field 
 
Kriti Seth & Akshay Bhambri, 
Behavioural Change: A Game 
Changer for Swachh Bharat 
Mission (Gramin) 
 
T. K. Khuveio, Adazia Ophrii &                                             
Mhadeno Jungi, Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan SBM (G): 
From Mission to Habit 
 
Arundati and Tejaswi, Toilet 
use and behavioural change 
 
 

PANEL 15: SCOPING THE 
CIRCUITS OF CHANGE IN 
UPLAND CENTRAL INDIA: 
HUMAN ECOLOGY INSIGHTS 
FOR PUBLIC POLICY 
(THEMATIC) 
 
Chair: Asmita Kabra,  
Discussant: Budhaditya Das 
 
Saurabh Chowdhury, 
Determinants and Impacts of 
Fuelwood Extraction by local 
Adivasi communities on the 
forest ecology: A case study 
from Sheopur District, Madhya 
Pradesh, India 
 
Vinisha Singh Basnet, From 
Policy to Praxis: Unpacking 
state-society relations in the 
context of land acquisition for 
an irrigation project in the 
Uplands of Madhya Pradesh 
 
Pooja Moitra, Understanding 
Subaltern Urbanisation 
through changing Land 
Markets- A study of Vijaypur 
town in Madhya Pradesh 
 
Harsha G. Kurup, Household 
Labour Decisions during 
Drought: The Contribution of 
Cassia tora to Environmental 
Incomes of the Sahariya 
 
Sahibpreet Kaur, Challenges to 
Food Security during Drought- 
A Case Study of Adivasi 
Households in Semi-arid 
Central India 
 
Sonam Mahalwal, 
Diversification and 
Dependence: Understanding 
Livelihoods of an Upland 
Adivasi Cohort in the Central 
Indian drylands 
 

PANEL 16: POLICY 
DISCOURSE ANALYSIS: 
UNCOVERING THE POLITICS 
OF KNOWLEDGE 
(THEMATIC) 
 
Chair: Madhulika Banerjee, 
Policy Discourse Analysis for 
uncovering the politics of 
knowledge: A Theoretical 
Framework 
 
Discussant: Tripta Sharma 
 
Pushpa Singh, 
Deconstructing the 
Narrative of Seed Policies in 
India: Whither the Small 
Farmer? 
 
Pankaj Kumar Jha, Flood 
Policy From Flood Control To 
Flood Management: A 
Paradigm Shifting The 
People Out?   
 
Abhishek Handa, Policy 
Discourse of The National 
Medicinal Plants Board: 
Whither the knowledge of 
the ‘poor’ collector? 
 
Arun Singh, A discourse 
analysis of Sugar policies in 
Post-colonial India: A 
Contradiction of health and 
commerce? 
 

11.00-
11.15 

 
Tea/ Coffee Break I 

 
 
11.15-
13.15 

PANEL 17: EMPLOYMENT POLICY 
(INDIVIDUAL) 
 
Chair: Sunil Chaudhary 
Discussant: Surae Soren 
 
Simran Massey, Decent Work in 
Global Supply Chains amidst Politics 
of Globalisation 
 
Rinki Mavi, Localization of 
Policies: A Contextual Understanding 
of MGNREGA in Haryana 
 

PANEL 18: SBM-MEDIA, 
CULTURE & LEADERSHIP 
 
Chair: Jamie Myers 
Discussant: Barkha Dubey 
 
 
Bishakha Banja, Women’s 
leadership in SBM 
 
Nirma Bora, Learnings from 
the ODF sustainability journey 
of nine districts 
 

PANEL 19: UNRAVELLING 
GENDERED PUBLIC POLICY 
DISCOURSE   (INDIVIDUAL) 
 
Chair: Rekha Saxena 
Discussant: Namrata Singh 
 
Sangita Dhal, Public Policy On 
Sexual Minorities: Negotiating 
Between Politics Of Morality 
And Democratic Rights 
 

PANEL 20: 
INFRASTRUCTURAL POLICY 
IMPULSE (INDIVIDUAL) 
 
Chair: Ambuj D. Sagar  
Discussant: Abhishek 
Choudhary 
 
Kalpana Dixit, Politics and 
Power: A Study of Electricity 
Distribution in Maharashtra 
 
Manashvi Kumar, Does 
‘decentralized demands 



 

 

Chetanya Gaur & Prachi Malakar, 
Critical Appraisal of Minimum 
Wages since Independence 
 
Kasturi Datta, Labouring 
Sustainability in Employment and 
Fostering Capability through Skill 
Development: An Evaluation of 
Policy and Practices  

Geetha Krishna Saraswathula 
& Manikanta Reddy, 
Challenges in Sustaining 
Implementation of SBM(G): 
Examining the Role of Cultural 
Institutions in Andhra Pradesh 
 
Pooja Singh Kashia, The Study 
of Sanitation Campaign 
telecast on DD channel 
 
Chandra Ganapathy, Case 
studies on equity and 
inclusion initiatives in SBM 
 
Aditi Tyagi & Pratima Sarangi, 
Wellbeing Assessment in 
Semi-Urban Areas of Odisha 
under Swachchh Bharat 
Mission 
 
 

Skylab Sahu, Disappearing 
Girls and Politics of Policies in 
India 
 
Shubhra Pant Kothari, 
Democratisation and 
Participatory Development 
from the Margins to the 
Mainstream: Empirical 
Explorations from Women in 
PRI 
 
Anuranjita Wadhwa, Bridging 
Sex-ratio Divide in Political 
Legislative Bodies through 
Developmental Policies: A 
Case Study of Local 
Governance in Delhi 
 
Syeda Lasna Kabir & Mahjabin 
Sultana Mitul, Political 
Advertisement in Bangladesh: 
A Comparative Study from 
Gender Perspective 
 
Anandita Biswas, 
Empowerment of Women 
through education with 
special reference to the public 
policy of ‘Kanyashree 
Prakalpa’  
 

realism’ trump baseline 
requirement for rural 
electrification! 
 
Narayanan Velayutham, 
Housing Policy of Singapore 
: From slums to skyscrapers 
- the challenges and 
reflections 
 
Diksha Jha, Housing Policy 
in India: Adding dwelling 
units or addressing the 
question of affordability? 

13.15-
14.00 

Lunch 

14.00-
16.00 

PANEL 21: GOVERNANCE : 
COMMUNICATION AND FIXING 
RESPONSIBILITY (INDIVIDUAL) 
 
Chair: R Sudarshan 
Discussant: Mhadeno Jungi 
 
Tanvir Aeijaz, The Questions of 
Global Public-Private Partnerships in 
Post Washington Consensus era 
 
Panchali Guha, Complying With An 
Unenforced Policy: The Case Of 
Corporate Social Responsibility In 
India 
 
Shashwat Kumar, The diffusion of 
regulatory governance in India: An 
analysis of institutional diversity and 
distribution of regulatory 
responsibilities 
 
Namrata Singh, Network 
Governance Vs Governing networks 
– A systemic risk: case study of Delhi 
local government (toll tax) 
 
T. K. Khuveio, Emerging trends in 
election campaign strategy in India 
 
Masaru Yarime, Governing Data-
Driven Innovation: Stakeholder 

PANEL 22: ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONCERNS AND MANAGING 
THE GLOBAL COMMONS II 
(INDIVIDUAL) 
 
Chair: Sangit Ragi 
Discussant: Chandrachur 
Singh 
 
Ruchi Shree, From Rivers to 
River Basin: Analysis of 
National Water Policies in 
India 
 
Rachna Kumari Prasad, 
Politics of Forest Rights Act 
 
Kamal Nayan Choubey, Law, 
Public Policy and Dilemmas of 
Categorization: Genesis and 
Practice of ‘Other Traditional 
Forest Dwellers’ (OTPD) in 
Indian Forests 
 
Kavita N Soreide, Changing 
Land Rights Under The Sixth 
Schedule Of India: A 
Gendered Approach 
 
Kunzes Dolma, Rethinking 
Water in Decision making: 
Case study from Leh-Ladakh 

PANEL 23: MAKING PUBLIC 
POLICY WORK: STATE AND 
POLICY-POLITICS 
ENTANGLEMENT IN BIHAR 
(THEMATIC) 
 
Chair: Ujjwal Singh 
Discussant: Pankaj Jha 
 
Sugandha Munshi,  From 
Invisible Women Farmers to 
Agri-preneurs: Journey of 
Women farmers’ re-defining 
roles in agriculture in the state 
of Bihar! 
 
Smita Agarwal, Toilet- A 
Necessity or an Incentive: A 
study of Swachch Bharat 
Abhiyaan (Gramin) in West 
Champaran District of Bihar 
 
Nishant Kumar, Quality-
Quantity Conundrum and 
other challenges in Bihar 
Government’s Education Policy 
for Girl Child Education 
 
Arshima, Reforming Bihar's 
Rural Community Health 
Worker Programme 
 

PANEL 24: BUILDING 
INSTITUTIONS TO DELIVER 
PUBLIC POLICY: CASE 
STUDIES FROM DESIGNING 
AND MANAGING WATER 
AND SANITATION  SERVICES 
(THEMATIC) 
 
Chair: Vinod Vyasulu 
Discussant: Manasvi Kumar 
 
Shailaja Fennel &  P.B 
Anand, The Conundrum for 
Village level Sanitation 
services: The Community 
Development Paradigm and 
implications for institutional 
Design 
 
 
Shruti Dhaundiyal & Rachel 
Abbey, Water Management 
and the Provision of Dams: 
the case of mind-sets and 
the role of the media 
 
 



 

 

Collaboration in the Development of 
Smart Cities 

in the state of Jammu and 
Kashmir 

Mainak Das, Enhancing the 
Environmental, Socioeconomic 
and Health Impact of Rural 
Housing in Bihar 
 
Neha, Conceptualising Wage 
Employment and Gender: 
MGNREGA hitherto in Arwal 
District of Bihar 
 

16.00-
16.15 

Tea/ Coffee Break II 

16.15- 
17.15 

IPPN- WAY FORWARD: ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION 
 

17.15-
17.30 Concluding Remarks and Collection of Certificate 
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DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE, UNIVERSITY OF DELHI 

Cordially Invites you to an  

International Conference (under CAS SAP Program) 

On  

Electoral Dynamics and Contours of Party System: Run-up to 2019  

Dates: 1st and 2nd March 2019 

Venue: Conference Centre, Chattra Marg 

(Direction to the Venue: https://maps.app.goo.gl/m4MCK) 

Day 1: 1st March 2019 

9:30am to 10:00 am- Registration and Tea 

Inaugural Session:  10:00 am to 11:30 am 

Welcome Address: Veena Kukreja, Professor & Head, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi  

Theme Introduction:  Rekha Saxena, Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi & 
Conference Convenor 

Keynote Address: Subrata K Mitra, Professor Emeritus at the South Asia Institute, Heidelberg University, 
Germany, “The ‘Rational’ Voter: Elections and the Consolidation of Liberal Democracy in India” 
 
Guest Speaker:  Zoya Hasan, Professor Emeritus, CPS JNU, “Dominance and Opposition in India’s New Party 
System” 

   
Chair: M.P Singh, Professor & Senior Fellow Centre for Multilevel Federalism 
 
 
 
 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/m4MCK
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11:30 am to 11:45 am- TEA 

11:45 am – 1:30 pm - Book Discussion 
 
“Fables of Fractured Times” by Manish Tewari, Lawyer, Senior Congress Leader and 
Former Information & Broadcasting Minister, Government of India 
 
Welcome by: Veena Kukreja, Professor & Head of the Department  
  

Manish Tewari in Conversation with 

• K.C. Singh, Ambassador  

• Paranjoy Guha Thakurta, Political Commentator 

• MK Venu, The WIRE 

 

Moderated by Ashok Acharya, Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi 

Vote of thanks: Bipin Tiwary, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi 
 

1:30 pm-2:15 pm- LUNCH 
 

Technical Session 1 

 
2:15 pm to 3:45 pm - Party Alliances and Electoral Dynamics: Theoretical Perspectives   

1. Manisha Priyam, (NUEPA), Small Insights in the Making of a Big Phenomenon: Comparative Electoral 

Ethnography as a Method for Understanding Indian Elections 

2. Gilles Verniers, (Ashoka University), The Resurgence of Traditional elites 

3. D. Raja, (MP), Assessing Pre-Poll Alliances at National Level 

4. Neerja Choudhary, (Political Commentator) Changing Electoral Dynamics 

5. Manisha Madhava (SNDT Mumbai) Democracy & Electioneering: The Dynamics of Social Media 

Usage 

6. Evgeniia Kuznestsova (Ural Federal University), Electoral Threshold as a Tool to Control Party System  

Chair- Shri Prakash Singh, Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi 
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3:45 pm – 4:00 pm – TEA 

 

 
                                  

Technical Session 2 
 
4:00 pm to 5:30 pm –Critical explorations and reflections on party systems 
 

1. Arjan, H. Schakel (Maatschrit University), Chanchal Kumar Sharma (Central University of 

Haryana), Wilfried Swenden (University of Edinburgh), UK: India and the Emergence of the Fourth 

Party System: BJP Dominance Without Hegemony? 

2. Mujibur Rehman, (Jamia Milia Islamia), On the Politics of Anti-Modi Alliance and the Making of Saffron 

System 

3. Ajay Mehra, (Centre for Public Affairs), Parties and Party System After 2019 General Elections 

4. Rahul Verma, (CPR), The Rise of the BJP: A Second Dominant –Party System? 

5. Gull Wani (Kashmir University), Party Systems and Electoral Dynamics in Jammu & Kashmir  

6. Abhishek Nath, (University of Delhi), From Political Mobilization to Political Strategy 

 

Chair: Ujjwal K. Singh, Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi 

 

5:30 pm -5:45 pm –TEA 
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Day 2:  2nd March 2019 

Registration: 9:30 to 10:00 am   

Technical Session: 3 

10:00 am -11:30 am - Voting Behaviour: Effect of Issues and Cleavage Based Politics 

1. Prashant Bhushan, (Senior Advocate), Electoral Bonds and Conversion of Black Money into White 

Money 

2. Kumar Mahesh, (District Magistrate), Voter Awareness and VVPAT Machine 

3. Kota Neelima, (Journalist), Electoral Reforms and Perceptions: Candidate Affidavits and Poll Outcomes 

4. Aashish Ranjan, (India Today), The Changing Voting Behaviour: Rise of Sophisticated Voter 

5. Avantika Singh and Smita Agarwal, (University of Delhi), Factoring Women in 2019 Lok Sabha 

Elections 

6. Pawan Kumar, (University of Delhi), Corruption and Electoral Process in India: A Critical Exploration 

 

Chair- Sunil K. Choudhary, Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi 

 

11:30 am-11:45 am – TEA 
 

11:45 am to 1:15 pm – Special Lecture by Feroze Varun Gandhi 
on his New book: “A Rural Manifesto: Realizing India’s Future Through Her Villages” 

Welcome by Veena Kukreja Professor & Head, Department of Political Science, University of  Delhi  

Reflections on the book by Ash Narain Roy, Institute of Social Sciences 

Vote of Thanks by Rekha Saxena, Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi 

 

Chair: Sangit K. Ragi, Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi 

 

 

 

1:15 pm to 2:00 pm – LUNCH 
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Technical Session 4  

2:00 pm to 3:30 pm - Panel Discussion on Role of Social Media in Elections 

1. Swati Chaturvedi, Freelance Journalist 

2. Ajoy Ashirwaad, Political Commentator 

3. Dhananjai Joshi, Public Opinion, Pollster 

4. Prashant Chiguru, Poll Manager 

5. Anil Kumar Singh (News 24), Mood of the Nation 

 

 

Chair- Saroj Giri, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi 

3:30 pm – 3:45 pm –TEA 

Technical Session 5 

3:45 pm to 5:15 pm – Conduct of Elections: Campaign, Manifesto and Speeches 

1. Sandeep Shastri (Jain University), Will States Remain the ‘Centre’ of Politics in the 2019 Polls 

2. Ashutosh Kumar, (Punjab University), Political Leadership at the State Level: Continuity and Change 

3. Ashwini Kumar and Souradeep Banerjee (TISS Mumbai), Role of Money Power in Elections in India  

4. Rekha Saxena (University of Delhi) and Rounak Kumar Pathak, (Research Scholar), Efficacy of 

Campaigns & Consequent Electorates’ Choices in Indian Electioneering: A Comparative Study of 

Electoral Campaigns of BJP & Congress in 2014 & 2019 

5. Alisha Dhingra, (University of Delhi), An Appraisal of Women’s Rights Discourse in Election 

Manifestoes of BJP  

6. Megha, (University of Delhi), Politicization of Gender and Genderization of politics: A Feminist 

Critique of Electoral Process in India 

Chair: Shakti Sinha, Director, Nehru Memorial Museum and Library  
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Valedictory Session – 5:15 pm to 6:45 pm 

Guest of Honour:  Shri Ram Bahadur Rai, President,  IGNCA 

Keynote Speaker:  Yogendra Yadav, National President, Swaraj Abhiyan 

Special Invitees:    Stefan Mentschel, Rosa Luxemburg Foundation 

      Radu Carciumaru, South Asia Institute, Heidelberg University 

      Anatara Ray Chaudhary, Director , Routledge India 

     

Welcome by  Rekha Saxena, Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi 

Chair     :    Veena Kukreja, Professor & Head, Department of Political Science, University of Delhi 

Launch of the Book 

“Politics in India,” by Subrata K Mitra, Routledge, 2nd edition, India 2019 
 

6:45 pm - Vote of Thanks (Avantika Singh, Conference Coordinator) 

7:00 pm – Reception 


